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Note:  

Most domestic violence survivors are women, and most perpetrators are their 

spouses, previous male partners, and family members. While aspects of this 

manual apply to the prevention, identication, and intervention strategies for all 

domestic violence situations,  the focus is on domestic violence against women.  

In this manual, the victim is often referred to as female and the perpetrator as 

male. Please  note that domestic abuse also occurs in same-sex relationships, 

dating relationships, and  among elders. In a minority of cases, the perpetrator of 

abuse is female. No person deserves  to be abused, and every victim is entitled to 

effective treatment, irrespective of their gender.  
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