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As I reflect on 2020- 2021: All I can think of is: What a year it has
been…of bewilderment. Distress , challenges and rising above
these to emerge a notch stronger. In April 2020 none of us
thought this will go on and on..and is still on at the time of
compiling this report. The year was dominated by our response
to COVID19. We reached out by way of emergency and long-term
relief. At SWATI we were very conscious that the virus is gender
neutral but its impact is not. So, advocacy to recognize specific
needs of women and girls became a key area of intervention. We
intervened through signature campaigns, through
memorandums and representations to the government at the
state and national levels… It was a phase of galvanising our
collective voice and that we did through various networks and
coalitions.

The health pandemic impacted not just people’s health but had
a devastating impact on the lives of the poor and the
marginalised. It exposed and exacerbated the fault lines of our
socio-economic fabric. The migrant crisis and Gender based
violence are two prime examples of what the pandemic
unleashed.  

At SWATI we tried our best…. in fact our teams in three districts
moved in to the community distributing relief, creating
awareness, conducting surveys and gathering stories around the
gendered impact of Covid19. 
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Our counsellors in three
blocks responded to the
gender based violence
by moving to the
community,
coordinating with ASHA
workers for
identification and
referral of women who
were facing violence
locked in as they were
with abusive partners.

I end with saying while the
pandemic still continues to
have its devastating effects…
With Delta variants making
inroads into rural areas, we are
better equipped to reach out,
have the strength of the
community with us and our
eyes and ears to the ground. 
I do feel the need to thank my
team for their never fading
resolve towards duty…
thankyou and thankyou to our
ASHA workers, Gram
panchayats and the
government of Gujarat who
facilitated and appreciated
our efforts.

POONAM KATHURIA

DIRECTOR
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STORIES AND STUDIES
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